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QUERIES, Ge. 


HET H E R, in any other country, the 


common food of the poor varies ſo much 
in price as it does in Ireland? whether potatoes 
are not often ſold for double the price, in June, 
and July, for which they were ſold in December? 

Qu. 2. Whether there be any proportion ob- 
ſerved between the price of proviſions and the 
price of labour, throughout the greateſt part of 
Ireland, even when proviſions are cheapeſt ? 

Qu. 3. Whether, in many parts of this king- 
dom, the labouring people are not, through want 
of employment, and the exceſſive dearneſs of pro- 
viſions, reduced to the neceſſity of quitting their 
homes every Summer, to ſupport themſelves and 
families by begging ? 

Qu. 4. Whether it be not, at leaſt, as meri- 
torious to preſerve people from the neceſſity of 
begging, as to beſtow alms upon beggars ? ? 

Qu. 5. Whether the Iriſh farmers in general 


can afford keeping up their corn more than one 
year ? 
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Qv.-6. Whether a number of granaries, and 
corn- factors, in the inland parts of the kingdom, 
would not contribute much to keep the price of 
corn nearly equal throughout the year? and, 

whether that would not be of great advantage fo 
the farmer, and to the public ? 

Qu. 7. Whether there would be any danger 
of the corn- factors monopolizing the corn of the 
kingdom, and fixing their own price upon it ? 

Qu. 8. Whether a moderate premium on 
Iriſh wheat, which had lain at leaſt twelve 
months in a granary, and ſold out of it, at ſuch 
public markets as ſhould be thought proper to fix 
on, would not induce people to employ their mo- 
ney in this trade ? 

Qu. 9. Whether corn granaries are not more 
neceſſary in Ireland than in any other country 
wie know; as the chief food of the poor is a root, 
| periſhable within the year, and liable to be de- 

ſtroyed by froſts ? 

Qu. 10. Whether we have. not often fatally 
experienced the want of granaries in Ireland ? and, 
whether barley-meal was not ſold in Galway, at 
one particular time laſt year, at the extravagant 
price of three ſhillings and ſix-pence a peck, 
weighing twenty-one pounds ? 

Qu. 11. Whether mobs do not frequently 
prevent the exportation of corn, even from one 
part of the kingdom to another ? and, whether a 
crime ſo deſtructive to the welfare and happineſs 

of this country ſhould not be made felony ? 
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Qu. 12. Whether, amongſt the various means 
of enriching a nation, that which employs the 
greateſt number of hands ſhould not be preferred ? 

Qu. 13- Whether it be probable that agri- 
culture, or manufactures, can ever flouriſh in a 
country which conſiders the exportation of beef, 
hides, and butter as valuable branches of trade ? 

Qu. 14. Whether every diſcouragement to 
the beef and butter trade would not operate in fa- 
vour of agriculture, and the linen manufacture, in 
this kingdom? 

Qu. 15. Whether, if the victualling trade 
was checked, our merchants would not turn their 
thoughts to ſome other branch, as the Newtound- 
land, whale, or herring fiſhery, vr the abbr 
ment of ſome fiſhery on our own coaſts ? _. 

Qv. 16. Whether any other trade which our 
merchants would engage in, inſtead of the victu- 
alling trade, would not employ much more ſhip- 
ping, and a much greater number of our ſeamen ? 

Qu. 17. Whether the richeſt, and moſt fertile 
part of Ireland is not appropriated to the fattening 
of oxen ; whilft tillage is carried on in diſtinct 
parts of the kingdom, where they keep no more 
cattle than what is . r to till cheir 
grounds??? 

Qu. 18. Whether, in England, the farmers | 

do not fatten their cattle, and-zaiſe their corn, on 
the! ſame farms; by which management they are 
able to make a great quantity of manure, and 
highly improve their grounds ? 
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Qu. 19. Whether there are not large tracts 

of mountain in Ireland, very capable of producing 

rye and oats, where you do not ſee an acre 
of either? and, whether the owners of ſuch moun- 
tains conſult their own, or the public intereſt, in 
not having ſtraw to make manure ? 

Qu. 20. Whether the great ſcarcity of caſh, 
lately felt in this kingdom, was not partly owing 
to the large remittances made to England for 
corn? 

Qu. 21. Whether the large quantities of 
grain, imported every year into Ireland, do not 
plainly ſnew, that the encouragement (conſidera- 
ble as it is) which has been for ſeveral years paſt 
given to agriculture has not hitherto had the de- 
_ tired effect? 

Qu. 22. Whether an additional duty on beef 
and butter, when exported, would not contribute 
much to promote tillage and induſtry in this king- 

dom? and, whether both duty and premiums, 
operating together, would not anſwer much bet- 
ter, than either alone? 

Qu. 23. Whether, though the duty propoſed 
ſhould not immediately be productive of the good 
conſequences expected from it, and that our beef 
and butter trade ſhould continue to be conſidera- 
ble, the duty would not, notwithſtanding, an- 
ſwer an excellent purpoſe, if applied in premiums 
for promoting agriculture and manufactures ? 


— 
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Qu. 24. Whether a very conſiderable propor- 
tion of any duty laid on beef and butter would 
not be paid by the conſumers of them ? 

Qu. 25. Whether the temporary and precari- 
ous advantage of a few individuals ſhould have 
more weight than the permanent welfare of 
millions ? 

Qu. 26. Whether there be any thing more 
difficult than to get the better of prejudices ? 
whether there be not part of the kingdom in 
which they ſtill plow their horſes by the tail ? 

Qu. 27. Whether the diſtreſſes of the lower 
claſs of people amongſt us are not in a great mea- 
ſure owing to land-jobbers or foreſtallers of land, 
who become tenants of large tracts of ground, 
which they let out in ſmall parcels to cottagers, 
for ſhort terms, at rack-rents ? 

Qu. 28. Whether a landlord, who would 
divide his eſtate into ſmall farms, and let them, 
ſeparately, for the term for which he would let 
the whole to a land-jobber, would not conſidera- 
bly encreaſe his own income, by dividing with 
his tenants the profit which the land-jobber would 
have ? 

Qu. 29. Whether land-jobbing be known in 
England? and, whether it ſhould be permitted in 


any country ? 


Qu. 30. Whether we can expect to ſee Ire- 
land highly improved, or a yeomanry eſtabliſhed 
amongſt us, whilſt land-jobbing continues to bu 


practiſed? 
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Qu. 31. Whether any manufacture be eſta- 
bliſhed on a ſolid baſis, the materials of which 
are ſupplied by another country ? 

Qu. 32, Whether we may not, if we thought 
proper, raiſe a ſufficient quantity of corn, at leaſt 
for our own conſumption. and hemp and flax 
enough to ſupply our manufactures ? 

- 33- Whether the cultivation of hemp be 
not almoſt totally neglected in this kingdom? 
and, what is it owing to ? 

Qu. 34. Whether the linen manufacture was 
ever known to flouriſh long, in any country in 
which proviſions were ſold at an high price? 

U, 35. Whether there be any ſufficient rea- 
fon to think that the linen manufacture may not, 
by proper encouragement, be made to flouriſh 
as much in the Southern, as In the Northern 20 
of = kingdom: 

U, 36. Whether iq doth not remit an- 
mually to England above one hundred and forty 
thouſand pounds for coals alone? 

Qu. 37. Whether it be not extraordinary, 
that, in a country where fewel is ſo important an 
article of expence, . more attention ſhould not be 
paid to it, in eſtabliſhing our manufactories? 
Qu. 38. Whether thoſe parts of the kingdom, 

in which there are coal mines, are not the pro- 
pereſt for manufactures ? 

Qu. 39. Whether the exorbitant price of 
fewel be not a cauſe of great diſtreſs to the poor, 
in many parts of Ireland ? 

Qu. 40. 


| | of the lower claſs of people here, who cannot af- 


is the place to eſtabliſh a coarſe and cheap manu- 
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Q. 40. Whether public coal-yards eftabliſh- 
ed in every conſiderable town in the kingdom, 
would not prove the moſt effectual remedy ſor this 
evil! ? 

* Qu. 41. Whether a falary of thirty or forty 
pounds per annum to the clerk of each ſuch coal- 
yard, with an allowance of ten pounds a year for 
the rent of each yard, would not be a light nati- 
onal burthen ? whether the whole would amount 
to more than a thouſand pounds per annum ? 

Qu. 42. Whether the corporations of moſt of 
the conſiderable towns in the kingdom would not 
gladly advance a ſum of money ſufficient to pur- 
chaſe a ſtock of coals for their poor ? 

Qu. 43. Whether a very moderate profit on 
coals, ſold out of ſuch coal-yards, would not de- 
fray the deficiencies occaſioned by waſte ? 

U. 44. Whether, conſidering the poverty 


ford laying in any ſtock of coal, and the long 
continuance of weſterly winds almoſt every Win- 
ter, which prevents our receiving any freſh ſupply 
of coal, ſometimes for ſeven or eight weeks toge- 
ther, the diſtreſſed ſituation of the poor be not 
highly deſerving the attention of the legiſlature ? ' 
Qu. 45. Whether the capital of any country 


facture * 1 
Qu. 46. Whether the mactufacture of coarſe: 
cloth te not carried onꝰ in the cheapeſt part of 
England? 


46 10 

England? whether it has not failed in Somerfet- 
ſhire, and Wiltſhire, owing to the dearneſs of 
proviſions ? and, whether any kind of cloth be 
made in London ? 

Qu. 47. Whether manufactures are not like- 
ly to ſucceed beſt, where there are the feweſt 
temptations to vice and idleneſs ? 

Qu. 48. Whether the lower claſs of people 
are not ral more profligate in large, than ſmall 
towns: INE fc. 

Qu. 49. Whether the conſumption of malt- 
liquor be not, every year, decreaſing in Ireland ; 
and the conſumption of ſpirituous liquors increaſ- 
ing in proportion ? 

Qs. 50. Whether this preference of ſpiritu- 
cus to malt liquors be not productive of very 
bad conſequences, with reſpect to the health and 
induſtry of the people: | 
- Qv. 51. Whether our rats EY with 

their families, ſhould be condemned to be ſtarved, 
becauſe their goods have not ſo good a gloſs as 
ſome foreign manufactures have ? 

Qu. 52. Whether the fair ſex, in whom ſen- 
timent is ſo much ſtronger than in men, and 
whom it renders ſo amiable, would not with great 
propriety take the lead in reſcuing our manufac- 
turers and their families from ruin ? 

Qu. 53. Whether a fair-one, dreſſed in the 
manufactures of her country, and her beauty 
heightened by benevolent affections, would want 
the aid of any foreign ornament ? | 

Qu. 54- 
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Qu. 54. Whether the earthen-ware, made in 
Dublin, be not ſuperior in beauty and quality to 
moſt of what is imported into this kingdom ? 
and, whether, notwithſtanding that, the import- 
ation of earthen-ware is in any conſiderable de- 
gree leſſened ? 

Qu. 55. Whether a ſmall bounty on the ſale 
of Dublin-ware, in Waterford, Cork, Limerick, 
Galway, Belfaſt, and Londonderry, would not 
introduce it into uſe, throughout the kingdom ? 

Qu. 56. Whether two or three hundred 
pounds, expended in ſuch a bounty, would not 
cauſe a ſaving to the nation of many thouſands ? 
Qu. 57. Whether the common people cf this 
kingdom need any inducement to idleneſs ? and, 
whether, if they did, it ſhould be applied at the 
time of the year when their induſtry is moſt ne- 
ceſlary ? 

Qu. 58. Whether the farmers, in ſeveral 

parts of Ireland, do not, with great reaſon, com- 
plain of the loſs they ſuffer, by having horſe-races 
in their neighbourhood, in the harveſt ſeaſon ? 

Qu. 59. Whether the legiſlature ſhould not 
interfere, to prevent the amuſements of indivi- 
duals from becoming hurtful to the public ? 

Qu. 60. Whether it be reconcileable to any 
principles of juſtice, policy, or humanity, to 

| abandon the poor, whom age, or ſickneſs, has 
rendered incapable of maintainin gt themſelves by 


labour ? | 
& 61. 
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Qu. 61. Whether a middle courſe may not be 
taken between the burthenſome poor- rates which 
are paid in England, and the total neglect of the 
poor, with which the W of Ireland is re- 
proached? 

Qu. 62. Whether a ſtipend of one ſhilling 
per week, to every pariſhioner rendered incapable 
of labour by age or infirmities, to be paid by the 
church-wardens, out of the lands within each pa- 
riſh, would be an intolerable burthen on the pro- 
prietors of land in Ireland ? | 

Qu. 63. Whether our abſentees contribute 
any thing towards the maintenance (ſuch as it is 
at preſent) of our poor? and, whether, if this 
mode of proviſion was adopted, they would not 
bear a very conſiderable ſhare of the burthen ? 
Qu. 64. Whether it would not be commend- 
able in gentlemen, to aſcertain, for the informa- 
tion of the legiſlature, the expence of ſuch a pro- 
viſion, by ſhort experiments made in their reſpec- 
we pariſhes ? 

Qu. 65. Whether the police of ſuch of our 
ſmall towns, as are not corporate, be not in gene- 
ral ſhamefully negleRed ; the markets, tolls, and 
weight of bread, ſcarcely ever attended to? 

Qu. 66. Whether a magiſtrate be not, in 
conſcience, accountable for the exactions, which 
he knowingly permits; having ſworn, at his en- 
trance into office, to execute the laws for the pre- 
vention of them? 

a Qu. 67. 
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Qu. 67. Whether the various impoſitions, 
which tradeſmen and manufacturers are expoſed 
to, in towns which are not corporate, be not one 
cauſe of their preferring to live in large, rather 
than ſmall towns ? 

Qu. 68. Whether it is not more for the inte- 
reft of every country, that the bulk of its manu- 
factures ſhould be diſperſed in a number of fmall 
towns and villages, than collected together in two 
or three large overgrown cities ? 

Qu. 69. Whether the Engliſh have not loſt 
the Levant trade, by the French under-ſelling 
them? and, whether they can ever hope to reco- 
ver it, unleſs they can prevail on their manufac- 
turers to diet on black bread and garlick, or on 
ſome food as cheap ? | 

Qu. 70. Whether it would not be much for 
the advantage of England, that the Iriſh ſhould 
get any part of this trade from the French ? and, 
whether it would not be worth while to try how 
far it is practicable ? 

Qu. 71. Whether the cloths, made for the 
Levant trade, are not much too thin and light 
for uſe in this climate ? 

Qu. 72. Whether a permiſſion to the Iriſh, 
to export ſuch cloths to England, to be from 
thence exported to the Levant, would leſſen the 
importation of Engliſh cloths into Ireland? 

Qu. 73. Whether, on the contrary, we ſhould 
not, probably, manufacture lefs cloth for our own 


uſe ? 
R Qu. 74. 
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Qu. 74. Whether ſuch a permiſſion would 
not detain in Ireland thouſands of people, whom 
neceſſity will, otherwiſe, oblige to tranſport them- 
ſelves to America? 

Qu. 75. Whether it be not of much greater 
importance to England, that Ireland ſhould be 
well $5; than that North-America ſhould ? 

. 76. Whether the Intereſts of England 
and Ircland are not inſeparable ? 

Qu. 37. Whether it be for the Intereſt of 

either, that North-America ſhould be well peo- 
pled and ſupplied with manufacturers ? 
Qu. 78. Whether wool has not been for ſome 
years paſt, conſiderably dearer in Ireland, than in 
England? and, whether it has not been owing to 
ſome other cauſe, beſides the encreaſe of popula- 
tion, of tillage, or of manufactures ? 

Qu. 79. Whether toaſts given at public en- 
tertainments, and pompous declarations, be bet- 
ter evidences of patriotiſm, than the providing 
means of a comfortable ſubſiſtence for the induſ- 
trious poor of our own country ? | 

Qu. 8. Whether, by leſſening their de- 

meſnes by half, and improving them highly, the 
gentlemen of Ireland would not greatly benefit 
_ themſelves, and beautify the country? 
Qu. 81. Whether the difficulty, in many 
. parts of Ireland, of getting timber proper for 
country uſes to buy, be not one cauſe of the 
country people's ſtealing timber ſo frequently? 


Qu. 82. 
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Qu. 82. Whether, if gentlemen, who have 
young plantations, were to encourage the bring- 
ing ſuch timber, as country people have moſt oc- 
caſion for, to the fairs and markets in their neigh- 
bourhood, it might not be a means of ſaving ma- 
ny of their trees ? 

Qu. 83. What proportion of our taxes do 
abſentees, at preſent, pay ? and, what proportion 
would they pay, if the exchequer were ſupplied 
ſolely by a land-tax? 

Qu. 84. Whether there be any other cõun- 
try, in which ſo conſiderable a proportion of the 
landed intereſt, as our abſentees* eſtates amount 
to, contributes ſo little as it does in Ireland to- 
wards the ſupport of government ? 

Qu. 85. Whether what have been deemed 
luxuries, at one time, are not reckoned neceſſa- 
ries, at another ? 

Qu. 86. Whether the heavy duties on nu- 
merous articles we import, and which, from our 
being long accuſtomed to make uſe of, we cannot 
at preſent do without, be not, in effect, a bur- 
thenſome land-tax on the men of landed property 
who live in Ireland? 

Q. 87, Whether the . unequal taxa- 
tion in Ireland does not deſerve the moſt ſerious 
attention of the legiſlature ? 
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